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Thanksgiving, 2009
Preached:  November 26, 2009 at St. Mark’s, Citrus Heights, CA

2 Corinthians 9:6-11
The gifts of God are only seed.
1. Seed that will produce even better things in us.
2. Seed that will provide blessings for others.
3. Seed that will result in thanksgiving to God.

Seeds are one of the most amazing parts of God’s creation. That these tiny little objects contain all the information about how to create another plant just like the one that they came from and that they have the power inside them to actually make the new plant is almost beyond belief. I’ve shown you these before (hold up Redwood cone from one of the Redwoods behind the church), but I can never get over marveling over these. That one little section of this little cone is able to produce a Redwood tree that grows hundreds of feet high is unbelievable!
Growing up on the farm we saw seeds growing all the time. But one of things that you notice when you’re around growing seeds all the time is that when the seeds aren’t handled properly—when they’re not used in the right way—they actually don’t produce very well. For instance, hay will keep reproducing every year. It will produce seed that will fall on the ground and reseed itself the next spring. But if you just let it do that year after year, the crop will dwindle. It’s the sign of a lazy farmer who doesn’t keep adding new seed to his hayfield that, if he just relies on the hay in a field to grow up again year after year, it starts to look very sparse. He’ll cut the hay when it’s full grown, and you’ll hardly be able to see it there lying on the ground. A lazy farmer can do the same with his animals. If he’s not careful to interbreed his cows with different bulls each generation, the young cows will begin to look very scrawny. Even their color will change. Their coats will get kind of dull and gray. It won’t be a nice black and white like it’s supposed to be. Cows are supposed to have a nice straight back. But a farmer who doesn’t know how to breed cows will end up with sway backed cows that look awful and don’t give much milk.
The Apostle Paul talks about seed on this Thanksgiving. He says if you sow seeds sparingly you won’t get much of a harvest. But if you sow seeds generously, you will get a wonderful harvest. You know what the word “sow” means here, right? It’s not sewing with needle and thread. It’s planting seeds. Paul says, “Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously.” But what kind of seeds is Paul talking about?
Well, in this chapter of 2 Corinthians Paul is talking about a very specific topic. He is talking about a collection that he was collecting for the poor people in Jerusalem. There seems to have been some emergency that happened the year he wrote this letter, a famine or something, in the city of Jerusalem. And Paul was asking all the congregations that he had started all over Greece to help these poor people out. He was not putting any pressure on them, but he was reminding them of the general truth that when we share with others, God tends to bless us richly. Paul’s words could apply to any gift we have from God, not just the gift of money. If we use our gifts, our gifts will bring even greater blessings to us and to those around us and—yes—to God Himself.
It’s clear that Paul is not just talking about material blessings like money. He says in v. 8, “And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.” God’s grace (His undeserved love) is the best blessing that we receive from God. Paul really is thinking about spiritual blessings. Look at vs. 9 & 10:  “As it is written: ‘He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever.’ Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness.” It’s gifts like His own righteousness which He gives us that he’s really talking about. What better gift could we share with people than the gift we ourselves have received from God—the gift of the forgiveness of sins that we have received through Jesus. But whatever gift it is from God, it never achieves its full potential unless we put it to work, unless we put it in the ground and let it grow.
What are the gifts that you have received from God? What is it that you are good at? Maybe you are good at working with children. Maybe you work best with your hands. Maybe you’re creative and are best at designing things. Whatever it is, God says today, “Use your talent! It’s a gift from me. I’ve given it to you to accomplish something.” On this Thanksgiving Day I would especially challenge you to think about those gifts that might be lying dormant inside you, gifts that you’ve never realized you had before, gifts that you’ve been too shy to use. Almost all the gifts that I use as a pastor I originally did not think I had. The gift of standing in front of others and speaking publicly, the gift of understanding foreign languages, the gift of talking one on one with strangers, the gift of music. Every one of these gifts I did not think I had to start out with. With every one of them it took someone else to suggest to me, “Maybe you could do that,” before I would try them.
I think we often let the gifts that God has planted in us go undetected most of our lives. We’re too modest, we’re too afraid, sometimes we’re just downright too lazy, to use them. We just don’t try to see if we have it in us. And we rob people of what God has planted in us. We rob ourselves of the joy that God intended us to have by planting those gifts of us. We rob the people whom God intended us to share the gift with. We rob God of the glory that should go back to Him for having planted the gift in us. Now if that is true about the woodworking skills that God may have worked in you, if it’s true of the writing skills that He has built in you, if it’s true of the interior designing skills that He has planted in you, if it’s true of the cooking skills He has blessed you with, if it’s true of the sewing skills He has graced you with, then it certainly is true of the spiritual blessings that He has poured in you. He has given you the gift of faith so that you can share your faith with others. He has washed you clean of your sins so that that forgiveness can rub off on everyone around you. He has put peace in your heart so that you can help to calm down every worried soul that comes to you with their troubles. He has given you heaven so that you can point everyone around you to it so that it’s full on the day you get there.
But even more important than the blessing that your gift grows into for everyone around you is the glory that comes back to God because He was so brilliant to design your gifts in the first place. His gifts are like seeds. They start off so tiny that you might not even notice them. But it’s the potential they have—the marvelous plants that they can grow into—that makes them so breathtaking! Never take God’s gifts for granted. Never let them lie unused. Never rob somebody else of the blessing they could be to them.
Never let anyone guilt you into using them. It’s clear from v. 7 of this Thanksgiving text that God never shames us into using His gifts:  “Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” No one can force you into using God’s gifts. You can’t use them grudgingly. They don’t work if you use them half-heartedly. They are their own reward. When you use them, they give you a joy that you couldn’t work in yourself. 
May you have the joy of experiencing that God’s gifts are like seeds! May you try them and discover the surge of ecstasy that they give. May you put them in the ground and stand back and marvel at what they produce. They will produce wonderful things for you. They will mushroom over into blessings for others. And they will result in thanksgiving to God.  Amen.
